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In primary angle closure glaucoma peripheral iris bows forward thus blocking anterior chamber 

angle 

 

 

In secondary angle closure glaucoma is either with pupil block or without pupil block. In pupil 

block lens or posterior synechiae  blocks pupil and causes iris to bow forward thus causing 

secondary angle glaucoma. In without pupil block fibrovascular membrane pulls pereipheral iris 

forward and blocks anterior chamber angle thus causing secondary angle closure glaucoma. 

 

 

If patient has glaucoma (step1) and angle is closed (step2) then step 3 is to determine whether 

angle closure is primary angle closure glaucoma or secondary angle closure glaucoma.  

If cause of angle closure glaucoma is without any predisposing cause then we call it primary 

angle closure glaucoma. 

If cause of angle closure is pupil block (swollen lens, dislocated lens, posterior synechiae or 

anterior chamber IOL) or without pupil block by pulling iris forward (fibrovasuclar membrane or 

anterior synechiae) then we call it secondary angle closure glaucoma. 
 

              
 

  

Close angle glaucoma 

Mechanism: Primary angle closure glaucoma 

Mechanism: Secondary angle closure glaucoma 

Types of angle closure glaucoma: Primary or Secondary 



 

 

                    
 

 

                   
 

  

Primary angle closure glaucoma 
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